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no certainty of identification of the patient, and this might
lead to very unpleasant consequences. In no case does this

apply with stronger force than to large public institutions.
It is only just to the authorities of the Northern Hospital to
say that their medical cards carry printed instructions with
reference to the registration of the name and age of

patients treated by their medical officers.

A HINT FOR PIANISTS.

FOR the benefit of pianists a continental surgeon has
recently advised division of the connecting bands which
join the extensor tendon of the ring finger with those of
the middle and little fingers respectively. It is a fact well
known to anatomists, and even to the laity, that in most
people the fourth finger cannot as a rule be fully extended
whilst the others are kept in the flexed position, and that
consequently a certain amount of restraint is placed upon
the movements of the digit when acting alone. The

difficulty, however, can by practice be sufficiently overcome
to enable a player on a keyed instrument to dispense with
the operation in question, slight though it be. We doubt if
the execution" of our most renowned pianists would be
materially improved by the proposed plan of treatment, for
what would be gained in range of action would be lost in
power. lloreover, it is by no means certain that division
of the lateral bands would not be followed by cicatricial union
of their severed ends, and thus a distinct crippling of the
finger result. And, again, the records of surgery abundantly
prove that no wound can be inflicted with absolute

certainty of freedom from mishap in the shape of suppura-
tion, or, it may be, graver evil; and certainly tendons are not
the, structures least liable to resent operative interference.
Theoretically the proposal is ingenious; practically it is

dangerous. ____

NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES AT
YORK.

THE Town Clerk of York has issued a notice to the e
medical practitioners of the city to the effect that the

powers contained in the York Extension and Improvement
Act, 1834, in regard to the notification of infectious diseases
occurring within the city, are now to be put into effect; and
a request is also made that, as regards small-pox and enteric
fever, certificates may be forthwith sent to the medical
officer of health as to any cases that may have occurred
since July 1st last. The Act referred to, in so far as it relates
to notification, follows the lines laid down in the report of
the Committee of the House of Commons on Police and

Sanitary Regulations, and it may be taken for granted
that this report will hereafter be used as the basis for
legislation in this respect. It is noteworthy that some
nine-tenths of the districts in which the provisions as to
compulsory notification have been applied are in the northern
counties of Lancashire and Yorkshire, the former county
bearing the palm in this respect.

DIVISION OF THE SUPRA-ORBITAL NERVE FOR
TRAUMATIC CEPHALALGIA.

AN Am&terdam medical journal relates the case of a young
man who received a blow on the forehead, which was
followed by a tender swelling over the supra-orbital notch,
and by intense general headache, so that he was unable to
obtain any sleep at night. Last April Professor Wurgman
divided the supra-orbital nerve just above the notch, with
a fine tenotome introduced under the skin. This operation
relieved the pain almost entirely ; the swelling also almost
disappeared. Anaesthesia was, however, produced over a

surface of the extent of a hand’s breadth above the orbit,
and this has continued unchanged up to the present time.

TOYNBEE HALL.

AT this time many men from the universities and else-
where are coming up to reside in London in order to pursue
their woik in the hospitals. Among these there may well
be some who are desirous of being of use in lines outside
the strict confines of their professional work, and who would
be glad to know of opportunities of satisfying their desires.
To such men a reminder of the existence of " The University
Settlement " in the East of London, Toynbee Hall, may be
welcome. During the past year many members of the
universities have lived in Toynbee Hall, in Whitechapel.
They have been able to follow their callings as medical men,
barristers, &c., while their leisure has been shared with

neighbours, to whom they have given the fruit of their

knowledge, and from whom they have heard the opinion of
the majority. Toynbee Hall is in Commercial-street, close
to Aldgate Station, on the Inner Circle Railway, and has all
the essentials both in comfort, cheapness, and privacy of a
residential club. New members are subject to a ballot, and
the necessary qualification is the will to make some sacrifice
of time for the common good. Those who, before committing
themselves to an ultimate decision, wish to know more about
the condition of life in East London, and who would satisfy
themselves as to the possibility of combining social work
with the discharge of their professional duties, might in a
short visit of a few weeks to Toynbee Hall gain the
information they require. --

A NEW CLASS OF DOCTORS.

THE notion of the commercial value of the title of
"Doctor" seems to be developing at a tremendous rate. At
the recent Pharmaceutical Congress at Brussels we read in
The Times of Sept. 4th that the subject of pharmaceutical
education gave rise to a very interesting discussion, in which
some distinguished foreign savants took part. Amongst
other resolutions the following was adopted: "That in all
countries the diverse designations now in use, such as

’apothecary,’ ’ chemist,’ &c., be replaced by that of ’Doctor
of Pharmacy."’ 

" This is a fine prospect, which we commend
to those who are apt to forget the significance of the title
of " Doctor " and to descant on its commercial value.

CALCULUS OF THE TONSIL.

CASES of calculus of the tonsil have been reported by
Louis, Monro, Passaguay, and others, but they are not of
frequent occurrence. M. Terrillon exhibited one of the size
of a nut at the French Association for the Advancement of
Science. It was taken from a man, aged fifty years, who
had been subject to attacks of acute and subacute inflam-
mation of the tonsils. As the tonsil was swollen, lobulated,
very hard and painful, a diagnosis of cancer was considered
to be not improbable. Exploration with the finger and a
probe, however, detected the calculous body, which was
easily removed. The symptoms passed away under the
employment of emollient and astringent gargles.

THE BREASTS OF MALE CONSUMPTIVES.

ACCORDING to M. Leudet, there sometimes exists a con-
gestive swelling of the breast of male consumptives that is
related to the pulmonary disease. There is no deposit of
tubercle. The author has observed three cases of this

mammary enlargement. The breast is first swollen through-
out, and has the characters of a disc whose diameter is
about three to five centimetres. The skin that covers the

gland does not exhibit any change in colour, and the sub-
jacent connective tissue is unaffected. After one gland has
enlarged the opposite organ may be affected. Pain is

experienced in the diseased gland and may radiate round


